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COURTESY FALMOUTH COUNTRY CLUB

A nesting box for wood ducks stands in a water hazard at Falmouth Country Club. The hazard is edged by 
vegetation to provide cover for birds and other animals.

Elizabeth Critzer of Cambridge 
was awarded a bachelor of sci-
ence degree, cum laude, at the 
recent commencement exercis-
es of Suffolk University held at 
the Bank of America Pavilion in 
Boston. A graduate of Falmouth 
High School, she is the daughter 
of Kenneth and Judith Critzer of 
East Falmouth.

* * *
Jonathan P. Meunier was award-

ed a bachelor of arts in communi-
cations and a bachelor of arts in 
psychology at the 134th commence-
ment of Boston College on May 24. 
Jon was a member of Boston Col-
lege’s Men’s Club Ultimate Frisbee 
team for all four years and current-
ly holds an internship in the Boston 
Red Sox TV and Video Production 
Department at Fenway Park.

He is the son of Lynne and Paul 
Meunier of Falmouth and Cum-
berland, Rhode Island.

* * *
Michael J. Reilly, son of John 

and Lesley Reilly of Falmouth, 
graduated from New York Medi-
cal College this spring with a doc-
torate of public health in health 
policy and management. 

College Graduates
 * * *
Nicholas Santos, son of Joseph 

Santos of West Falmouth, gradu-
ated with a bachelor of science 
degree from Ithaca College’s Roy 
H. Park School of Communica-
tions in May. 

* * *
Katherine Mary Costello of 

Falmouth was awarded a bach-

elor of fine arts in industrial 
design from Massachusetts Col-
lege of Art and Design in Bos-
ton.

* * *
Sarah Ashley McNamara of 

North Falmouth was awarded a 
bachelor of fi ne arts in sculpture 
from Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design in Boston.

Falmouth Country Club is not 
typical conservation land. Yet 177 
acres of the town-owned course 
and surrounding land are perma-
nently protected with a conserva-
tion restriction.

The town protected the land 
with the restriction in 2007, 
three years after buying the East 
Falmouth course. If, for some 
reason, the golf course were to 
close, the property will remain 
open space, forever.

The course has another envi-
ronmental distinction: it is one of 
only three on the Cape and 11 in 
Massachusetts to be certifi ed for 
its protection of wildlife habitat.

That puts Falmouth Country 
Club in league with New Seabury 
Country Club, Hyannisport Club 
and courses like the prestigious 
Pebble Beach in California.

Audubon International and the 
US Golf Association created the 
program to encourage golf cours-
es to use safe management prac-
tices to protect the environment.

On average, the non-playable 
areas of woods and water hazards 
make up about 70 percent of a golf 
course, according to Audubon. If 
linked corridors of these out-of-
play areas are left untouched and 
native trees and shrubs planted 
for food and cover, wildlife can 
fl ourish.

In addition, the program of 
Certifi ed Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuaries requires standards 
for water conservation and fertil-
izer and pesticide use.

While Billy Casper Golf wants 
all the courses it manages, in-
cluding Falmouth, to be certifi ed, 
it was the course superintendent 
and his wife who took up the 
challenge here after attending 
a meeting sponsored two years 
ago by the Coalition for Buzzards 
Bay for golf superintendents. “We 
wanted to get on board,” said J. 
Buckner Hall.

He and his wife, Maureen, who 
works part time at the club, spent 
more than a year earning the 
Audubon certifi cation. It was ap-
proved last year.

“It was a daunting thing to 
start,” said Mr. Hall, who goes 
by Bucky. The requirements in-
cluded mapping out the course 
to show the areas used for golf 
and the areas set aside for wild-

life, such as forest, understory 
and water. They had to develop 
a management plan. They did it 
on their own, without hiring con-
sultants, although a Billy Casper 
Golf representative was always 
available for advice.

The Halls credit both their per-
sonal philosophy and a tight bud-
get for the practices that earned 
the certifi cation.

Mr. Hall said he spends much 
less on fertilizer and pesticides 
than many other golf courses. 
The key to healthy turf is not in 
the chemicals, he said, but in the 
proper pH level.

When the pH level was low 
throughout the course, he raised 
it with a three-year application 
of lime, rather than fertilizer. 
Now he uses slow-release fertil-
izer where needed and relies on 
other methods to help maintain 
healthy grass. In the spring and 
fall, he aerates the fairways and 
tees and cuts the greens with a 
vertical mower. Rather than sim-
ply cutting the top of the grass, 
the vertical mower cuts into it 
and “splits it up,” allowing new 
grass to grow.

The Falmouth Friendly Lawn 

Falmouth Country Club Balances
Recreation, Wildlife Habitat

The 300 Committee will 
celebrate the town’s pur-
chase of Falmouth Country 
Club, Carriage Shop Road, 
with a golf tournament on 
Monday, September 20, 
with a shotgun start at 1 PM. 
The cost is $100 per player, 
which includes cart and a 
buffet dinner at 6 by Chef 
Roland.

Dinner for non-players is 
available for $25 per person 
or $45 per couple.

Proceeds of the tourna-
ment and silent auction 
will benefi t the land trust’s 
expanded efforts to help 
the town maintain conser-
vation land.

Golfers may register by 
sending a check to The 
300 Committee, 157 Lo-
cust Street, Falmouth, MA 
02540. Further information 
is available by calling 508-
540-0876.

campaign, which was aimed at 
reducing the nitrogen from fertil-
izers entering the groundwater, 
recognized the club for its turf 
management. Tests conducted 
when the club added nine holes 
in the late 1990s showed the level 
of nitrates in the groundwater at 
1.2 to 1.8 parts per million, below 
the Cape standard of 5 parts per 
million. 

Over the years, the Halls pur-
chased hundreds of seedlings 
at an annual sale sponsored by 
the Cape Cod Soil Conservation 
Service, not only because of the 
low cost but because they were 
native plants, which need little 
care. “You don’t want high main-
tenance,” said Mrs. Hall.

She was trained at the Stock-
bridge School of Agriculture and 
earned a degree in environmen-
tal design at University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst. Her experi-
ence is evident in the 50 gardens 
throughout the grounds. 

Audubon requires courses to 
identify gardens by type, whether 
they are for beauty only, whether 
they provide food for birds and if 
they require no watering.

The club has a large wildfl ower 
garden along the seventh green 
of the nine-hole course. A fi eld of 
native grasses grows on the for-
mer practice fairway. Birds love 
to feed on it, said Mrs. Hall.

To break up the monotony of 
the fl at, open course, she divided 
fairways with native plants that 
require no watering once they are 
established: rosa rugosa, beach 
plum, bayberry and cedar. Native 
dogwood, viburnum and witch ha-
zel grow in other areas.

Nesting boxes for wood ducks, 
owls and bluebirds dot the land-
scape. Molly N. Cornell, an avid 
birder and volunteer with The 
300 Committee, advised Mr. Hall 
on the placement of boxes for 
bluebirds.

Golf courses are perfect habitat 
for bluebirds, Ms. Cornell said. 
They need open fi elds with low 
grass, where they swoop down to 
feed. Because of the loss of open 
fi elds and competition for nest-
ing cavities from house sparrows, 
bluebirds have been in decline. 
“They need help,” Ms. Cornell 
said. During the two years she 
monitored the boxes, there were 
three successful nests, including 
one pair that raised two sets of 
young.

Deer, coyote, fox and turtles are 
also thriving on the course. So is 
the hawk population, because of 
the abundance of small animals 
they prey on.

As Mr. Hall climbed a lad-
der one fall to clean out a box, a 
screech owl peered out at him. 
“That gave me a lot of satisfac-
tion,” he said.

The Falmouth Senior Center, 
300 Dillingham Avenue, will host 
a medication information session 
on Monday from 1 to 3:30 PM at 
the center. 

The session will be conducted 
by two Wal-Mart pharmacy interns, 
Amy Losordo, a 5th-year pharma-
cy intern, and Kristen O’Connor, a 

4th-year one. Seniors should bring 
a list of all their prescriptions. The 
interns will discuss the proper use 
of medications, answer questions, 
and suggest how to save money on 
monthly prescriptions. Also, free 
samples, weekly planner pillbox-
es, and other items will be handed 
out while supplies last. 

Medication Information Session


